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9. — The Poetry and History of Wyoming ; containing Camp- 
bell's " Gertrude," with a Biographical Sketch of the Jiu- 
thor, by Washington Irving ; and the History of Wyo- 
ming, from its Discovery to the Beginning of the Present 
Century. By William L. Stone. New York and 
London : Wiley & Putnam. ]6mo. pp. 324. 

This book belongs to the first class of those richly-executed 
volumes, which the press is now sending forth in such profu- 
sion, as ornaments for the centre table, and intellectual food for 
the hours of amusement and relaxation. The pleasant valley 
of Wyoming, which Campbell had sung with the second-sight 
of a poet, though his bodily eye never saw it, is here set 
forth with all that garniture of histor-y and tradition, which, in 
addition to its natural beauties, renders it one of the most attrac- 
tive spots in our country. Mr. Stone has labored industri- 
ously in collecting his materials, and has put them together in 
a manner, which, although it lacks something of the gravity, 
polish, and nice arrangement of the historian's page, presents 
a faithful and animated picture of scenery and events, and 
makes an interesting chapter in the annals of our border settle- 
ments. Poetry and truth are here placed side by side, and we 
must allow, that the contrast is rather an amusing one. Camp- 
bell's elegant fancy had not room to go far astray in picturing 
the natural features of the spot, for we take it that all happy 
valleys, as portrayed in the bright but vague expressions of 
verse, bear a striking family likeness. It is but erecting a 
few beetling crags, spreading out a carpet of flowers, and send- 
ing a stream to meander through the whole, and the poet has 
all the necessary ground-work for his plan, and may proceed to 
finish it off to his liking, without fear of spoiling the resem- 
blance. But to paint the character and situation of the inhab- 
itants, when he gives to these fancies " a local habitation and 
a name," is more hazardous work, for there is some risk of 
sending forth wolves in sheep's clothing. The early settlers 
of Wyoming, far from being a race 

" Of happy shepherd swains with nought to do 
But feed their flocks on green declivities, 
Or skim perchance the lake with light canoe," 

appear to have been an intractable and lawless company, con- 
stantly engaged in skirmishes and bloodshed. And the war, at 
the early period of which we speak, was no high-minded resist- 
ance to oppression, no gallant repulse of ferocious savages, but 
a mere conflict of land titles. It arose, like most other evils, from 
the thirst after filthy lucre, and was prosecuted with the deter- 
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mination which men usually show, when their purses are in 
clanger. 

The zeal and interest, with which Mr. Stone has hunted up 
all memorials of the terrible scene, which every one associates 
with the name of Wyoming, proceeded at first from his care 
for the reputation of Brant, or Thayendanegia, as it is now 
the fashion to call him, whom he has successfully vindicated 
from the charge of being present at and directing the massacre. 
Many a thrilling tale connected with that bloody event has he 
gleaned from the aged survivors of the battle ; and, though the 
mass of tradition needs to be winnowed a little, before abso- 
lute credit can be given to it, yet it furnishes good material for 
the historian, and a graphic commentary upon the pleasing tale 
by Campbell. The sketch of the earlier contests, of which 
this valley was the theatre, when the men of Connecticut dis- 
puted its ownership with those of Pennsylvania,is executed with 
great freedom and liveliness, though it is unequally done, and 
the writer should have been more scrupulous in admitting 
doubtful testimony. On the whole, he has made a pleasant and 
instructive book, the contents of which deserve the rich garb, 
with which the liberal spirit of the publisher has clothed it. 
Washington Irving has contributed to it a biographical sketch 
of the poet Campbell, for the fidelity and agreeableness of 
which his name is a sufficient guaranty. The English bard 
has no reason to be ashamed of the company in which he is 
placed before his American readers. 



10. — JSTotes on the United States of America during a Phreno- 
logical Visit in 1838 - 1840. By George Combe. In 
Two Volumes. 16mo. pp. 373 and 405. 

There is no great instruction to be derived from these vol- 
umes, by readers either abroad or in this country ; but they 
are written generally with good sense, and throughout in an 
amiable vein, except when occasionally the author is provoked, 
— as who would not be ? — when he falls in with those who 
flout his hobby. We find no fault with what he apologizes 
for, his ample notices of objects and customs familiar to our 
own people. The book was prepared rather for foreign readers, 
and a traveller, writing with that design, does well to record 
such things minutely, while their novelty secures his own at- 
tention. The very fact, that they attract his notice, while they 
pass as a matter of course with those whom he is visiting, 
shows them to be characteristic. As to Mr. Combe's observa- 



